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ABSRTACT

This paper presents results of a study that was done to develope an arabic expert system for
diagnosing cracks on concrete buldings. The knowledge base for the system was extracted from
specialized books, journals, actual case studies from Minstry of Housing and Public Works, and
meeting experts in the domain. The system is designed to diagnose concrete cracks that appear on the
Sfollowing building’s structural members: foundations, columns, beams and roof slabs. The system
diagnosis six tvpes of vertical and random cracks in foundation, six types of vertical, horizontal and
random cracks in columns, eight types of vertical, horizontal and diagonal cracks in beams, and seven
types of longitudinal and random cracks in roof slab.

The system is designed to be user frindly , interactive, and support arabic language so it could be used
by wide range of local engineers and speciliasts. The consultation sesion of the system follows the
same procedure used by the expert. First, the user is required to specify the cracked concrete member.
The system, then, presents several pictures of different kinds of concrete cracks and request the user to
select the picture that is similar to the diagnosed crack. Following that the system requests detailed
information about the crack which may include performing concrete tests. The expert system will
diagnose the crack after obtaining the required information about the crack.

The expert system is developed using Level 5 Object which supports arabic language. This feature
makes it possible to use arabic language in both the intearction with the user and writing the program
which is considered to be unique in this field.

Aadsa o)

Sl ) Erpan B Lgasty 1LEEN W KT 5 Ll A0 Ll ke et ) gl g pal (e g ) s
e 38 ) s s el B2 GLia W15 Ll Jiae (B dealad) kil e I e sy ) S
o3 i k) Sl ) Ll i) Al e Aedica dlaed ol 8 Al Al i) agald) Gl e V)
E s o2l e Lelaatla jt i (e jl) wENS) Laapde S e g Jal gall o paall S 5 50 e L)
pagd Aagi b el Al 8 Lyl 21501 0 ds J1sed jlaa) e (i Laa L daliadl cileaadl
sl e Al 3 ) peay aaing g3l 5l Aadlad Jed) S a3l g 5 sl e oS 4 1 £ 550
3B A F oyl e jhlaa e Ly Cleliidl o e Zlladl 3o gn gomles L Lpngall i)
s Y sl aslill o) Geasiid 1 21 81 bapds 8 cail QI J1se) ol e Walis Lalasiil
YV DS sl 328l agie sl aady Of cangy BN Q) e iy Bl 301 Ll b £ )
s goa Ly 5 pl) o g5l e b s manall da sl e g Gl o s g 81 B sl Sl Jal 2l
O eliidl Jaali salels aga 5 3 Rauly e o n 550 palal L ol O ang Al o3e LIS
Sl B s Y S el g sl e e ail ancalall ) b E 8l Ganddn Ly o 1 26 L)
O Apallall Sl sl i)y (el e ) e B adiny ol gl Wy o3 b A




St e Bl et el e sl (8 oclll e i 2l Gl Sl D LYl L)
ool dadad Ay o e Laia Gl Saiys

uﬁhﬁmlf:;dmﬂléhln:ua_culud}}@l}-iu._ht;'luh.“\_:..._ﬂs‘:_a’H i_d_I:\ATu)
ot Llae el o3gd sl gl LD 1l ol agaSa B e s Al paldl culeldiall Jul sdlely a5 Jlaa
Al JELEA e cagadlly QR Al g gy el i Al o o a3 ) Afa ) AE ) ke S Y I2a
Lo jall Gl 8 5 5801 Gl 8 e i b i i) ASLad) Dl el Rl e Jlana) 138
OB e e 3ELW) i jay Jladdl 13 Guaiiadl e 8€as asgpd HS1 JE e daladtil Jeaad ap el aalll

SleUadll 43S

e gy e atls 3 A8 Glee el Ll Al Ll 5l sl padl e )
Sagnsdl & ool e Cijally Wlla e gl i a5 g tad) Beliial s Jady e o shud
G Ol i el Qe )yl Ky psiy (A E Yeo sty andl ) Lo S Ujlan UL, L
LRIV PN P 3PN G LN | g PN PP PO g [ e CON I b P PP L PN TP O ] g
ENSAN e K Ja G L dllly il sl Gadddl c¥laa A (Rl Al Liag) elikay)
da b o) il y Jualll Ha S 35,00 0,85 & A L0 sl e ity el ) i3 LaguY
ol ol o pall Ll e sae pekat 5y (CAYEYA Sl Gl el o)A oka
Adadl 134 yghd &3 (V3976 2da) CONCEX  oam i jall e paddil o s alai Lie 5 4l yall
o B (e E ooy e 1) g all s, S L AL AN Gy s Ooa a5 ae e ga il
o o alai gk g F gl el Saaae dpagie Wil I el aly Baee¥lg il Sl
<Yl e #Olaly sasdll (EXOBDR - Expert System On Building Diagnosis and Repair)
e Glbi JUai jeld o 5 GlS; (Koo et al. 1993) e silaiu b Llu all Jldly <l
e (REPCON) (An Expert System For Building Repair ) (Kalyanssundram et. al. 1990)
CHEAT sl e QU g1 e Al Sl easdy Gadlal (kg Sl e pesldn
S il 3 kan g bl il s g Lsha pl cal gl e cliESS (lgla g g Dl jadl o) el cia il Al
& o U s WADI i sk o8 ARV als By cossal) o3 Ll el ) Rl il eliael
Opdadl (3 Gay g g p0a By, (Chahine et. al. 1987) sl il sall ol Jodl jand&ill o p glas
Lpadl ASLeddl 3 s Sl Al Al S o il A8 jeall AUl el ekl 5 AYE)4) bk
Hoall Clesial oy b el pall o slSlad B pall Rakil 5 UL ac ) 8 8 ey aUas ey Gl 5 cag gl

e WSSl

Al AN lall B § g pdll andial 3 Al AU gkt - ¥

L olipall L oaadl 3 F 5 8l ja a5y Al a5y skl ;. 2 d

Slshall e aalls (Expert System for Diagnosing Cracks in Concrete Building (ESDCCB))
sl dadail sl B Ll Uiy il Qs 1a s 5 gehai Joalge s ST ey geki Joaje LA
AV 2 shall e ((Expert System Life Cycle)




(Identification) 4Siall Cay ya3 V- ¥

cadpaall jolias) Ay glhaall o ) gall aoat 5 AKE alliad ail e Cojadlly Cila) mua g s ghdll o2a 3
Gl QS 5 (sl cla slaadl Juniga) aa ) gl 5 AU by 3 S i) 5 (A A 2 ) sk g suila S
el N L Ll A Sl £ 50 gl el e ma Gag pd ) Gadl ey (63015 4usl )
o F ool Lo apat 8, CRLY) My g ) g saee Y1 5l Sl Al all il eliaci e

2l paSl dalall £l dilly (V) Jsas Aan e (o0 5 A8 paall Baeld Lida )5S 5 Al Lias Jalations

SISl e ek Al E gl Y Jes

ac ¢ & ol slasl

b ol gl apl I 5 A

AP SR B¥ g™

VA ‘.pﬁl' ;,P:-'\’
- i) =5l
V) il g

V) dhe gl
Y i) db gl ALl £~ 0

T g sl

Adail 4l 44K Level 5 Object zabiye LT o 8y apliall okl s o ghadll o2a 3 & SIS,
By I glagY 5 Baian o Lole S o) o cliphadl e S Jlaa B 4sladiul L0SWY 13 ESDCCB
(ol U gy A5 Sy e Gl L) sy Al gm0l i A iy sk B gyt 35 58
Do SVl G sall 3 gl ol 3 SN e Jelal] g 3 0 B35 paeai gy ppasiind)
Baeli atlia 4l 1 adlaWl sJSLE e g 5l 13gd glladdl ae ) 5 g8 ) soaatildl alilsy y a3l gel DA

A el QL aodudl sl 5 48 jad)

Conceptualization &I )2¥! 5 sl Y- ¥

Sl gladl Gelia o3 Gy ot 2 Tleay QL) L a3 4t By JSEY) 30a 0 gladll o3 A o3
» LS el b b &l ade el 1 F o8l LS guae IS adlaid] By ualial) 0

A(Y) I o e

4l L) ey a4l LA s L A8 el dalital W3 Cj)f.l] agelbaall  aliall 2 et 4oy
Sy Dl sall g and gl e gigie b dand pe DA e Dlaall o2 23 38, (Knowledge Acquisition)
;1)._15.11 i.LJ.L ..*lI:.S, _Jli...;}”) aall ‘_}L._.SW BJU)._I 82 5 ga ui}. Y la L;].l:. &‘J.LYI \f“ uL._'nyt_. dsmcai il
Of Al & el Qe iy oLl o3 Gl ey el B egd s e el adpally e ) Jlae




£ 5 08 Alaiie @ b G adl a3 3545 @3 o5 Cpay QUi Lgatm sal Tl Bageall ) Jpemoll £ 55 S
(V) dso> sy Al Ll ading Al i) Lagie e SV o2 il 5 & 5 )l WG )l
PR PRl Yo | I BN PN (R € Ly e R P G| PRS- WN| LR A EIN | R [T i FS S VR R 8 N

gl oag plall ol dahy (o3l Lol il 1885 Letitlos o5 A8 jall alise pen (e LeaBidt

sl paiall
. faaldl Y] geaa) unall
RN R LR L el
() e | ()
A adhaidl leddly # A0 Caa Ual eVl

RS LTP N N 2NN B Yl
werhl JS5 L) papa il Leie oSHI ey il s gadl)
el Yldal SV ) (e 4s sana 5l sadl)

Formalization 48 yall anaii Y- ¥

o0 ) Wbpmanty Tald) Al 3 Ll (5 lll 5 1 liDlall 5 L I JISAY) e a3 el 038 e
AN Byl aile dauly Gl S Sy gage glal dadiu) D8 e el (A e
V) Sl ) slael &8 & ) ) Gaia 5l @l I Jem sl W) Ll ) i (Decision Tree)
SV adly e gtladl ) I Jgea gl et B T ALl AU a1 s ESDCCB 3 peall pladl
sad () mmy Al pasdll e dmple el Gl dad) b bkt 8 0 F 0

ol e ek aid y £ 580 cl

80eS 3 Ve iy o0 s 1Y s

chall ey Siledll aal dic Jaudl mdaddl Galad o a8l e dic agul ) £ 50
S AY A sie (gl
coaSI Sy m b B8 aladaddl L)

oSN e el G KT
C leed o a4l SIS e olae il ¢ olia (g amio S ladlis ) daw
ogad gl alidl Cilaadd ) YAl ¢ bl ol
T pmall Al ) ARG 5 S0 Ly 0 ABale Sy b -
e da — V) Jalsall e U AaaSle Say (b gumall adainddl ailatall dd joy -

¢ a4y a0 elasg o) e 35 3 o ) € ailataly i

lealad s Allie ¢ e SUL g g @ Qs LAl Sl asy

il ey

Cldaa sl

G/ g gaill

s OA




) e T o el gy pelai dud ) #4540
ol mhadl ey el paal e B0
AV Al e

/—5
-

Y

[P

7 - &
| s a8l A58 ey JJ}I
b PR Plas 5. 1
: oo b s s s
a Sl L 23
y aad
3 r * ‘
oA L el Oalags 3y b
a)aﬂ'l __'SJ_QSJ l
— - and T P T
L < e e el By 8 08 Jinadl Shigal D) dad Ja
42 8 Al Jead 3,8 N il Jead s 8
. .
al A
P e L 355055 | Tl LS 3 O
A aa 5 -+ il cliads Jaladail o [ Sl Zuad g Al
N ™ -
k|
: Y
— pad —— -
gt el 5,405 | g e A s i
= . - -1 % . -
4q P Sl Cguaie 80 Cua gl A olaall 5 iy
N i y
. N
cI— ok 53405 | TP Hlens ol o5
P Ll o Ll 1 - slaall ailala
- i =
o v
. v
5 Lt oo Lo Sl i 2 5 Ja
e — haan il TS JUT i ) = Ly Ll
44 08 Al s gl dlaali [ ades e JE Jledli
g \31
v
s gaad K ol
b Ly

ol S VB ) sl 5 ] il )l s — (V) K3

(Implementation )- Gkl y maliydl 48bua £- ¥

& ((Rules 225 e pana ) Ay Sllabadially Aduiall 48 jaall i sine Atlaa g Jygad As ) 030 3 ol
Bl el 5 (IF-THEN Rules) %ol el gl 5l sl ey WAl sl 1 Ls0)
ool gl o8 g AT il s s G LS DA Jay Al Ll e B 3 3 el JA3 ISR e (S
sishd Ay b ASED el dhagpall el W e de gaae e 3 be a5 (Methods) Il
L gtladl Al () J s sl el Sl Bl Blay Ll 48 el JA s ) DS LSOBJECT




e sl las sy o U sl slae W (WHEN-CHANGED Method) &b alaiio) Us o5 5
(F ) sl g pad il 5 Sleglaall 32clE 3 Gl 3 (Forward chaining) oY) deduilll diagie
(il Zaall 5 (z L8 slasl) Jalaslly

(Al 1 Ala) geali ) aladind Ao oo Gukli - ¥

D3l iy o iy (631 QU aodiadl il Jelii sgay Ao Lilil ESDCCB el Jas 43k aaiad
e ot sl Al e de gana aodiidl) elhaely bl ay 25l il padiiddee A pall 4 o o2
(& e valle @l gl ) £ 58) #l awd N Gyl ey £l Ao el ) e 3Nl gunall § g
g Gl say pasiud) @l sl e ely # p8l Aladae Gl #1580 HUaill o gl 43l el # § 8 e
) ey o ) ke Wk S el Wy andt AT da i A Gl Alee B L)

:B)osgst)ﬁlh}m;:ﬁla)AM?U}a)uﬁuiQi’hqjﬂmj_gumlcﬂ.a}”:)idulc-c&rj;}nj

LL..'A}AJALASJ')«LJ‘}” :Lﬁn Jl._a.n.!ﬂ?LLu“ e‘..\s:hdl__! ﬁqﬂd1}ﬂ1m)ﬁ?bﬂ|wm-\
. (Y) i

O siall LELS — (Y) <&

O llall 2y P g Jalady ) Aila 31 eliac Y1 jady dlu Al eliac V) LA jedad GlID day - Y
AF) JSEN g o LS & 80 e ek 31 guaall J2Y andtiad)

Al Al eliae W1 LELE — (Y ) JS5




\15;‘“ ‘\_ul.l.l’_" ').11 C}).:.“ —alial v\d)a:lj \—.J-I—ﬂ—l Al ﬂ..:lL.} :,'E‘i )1 ].a.h..]" }H CLIM gr[D .L.I.n.a] < 1} ~_1l).u511 )\;a.l 2 =¥
5 LS Slisall odgy Aag jall #5830 g5 (ke #5505 388l £ 5505 Al ) £ 558) 5,80 e el
(8) J e

F s Al Caiat AL — (2) J85

clie e bl & ey Ul Qe e Bl Fod o€ L ) GliaY) s aal sl o -8
LAY

Gl Sl & 500 gl LB i jay LA gayy ) e Jeid ) Gt ) LS O3 € g e glai- o
ole Ling) L3N o3 Jailiiy (0) JSEL mumge ga LS Uil acliy soga gall 5 S paSll e ekl il
M:ﬂ1$ﬁ:“ﬂuwi sy 3 ) g GJiiﬁLh}'QL.ulLuHC}J1J.};lF1._EmJJ bl
oAl ALl Y e gy il pe W) ) iy g U] AELEN a2 i ped LS ade ol Al
c.;.;.hqﬁ-?...:.l_&ii '_mi_g‘}rl _..j.l..I_g f_—j)..':]]l &I}':'l _).gba_..,‘:’m&h&hp_.ﬂ_d LALEN ey aa gl LS
(B )_;_{3’1,4_\\_111,\_],‘&’1 i) i dag i Glia =il a3a ey el Sl Al

C:W50IUBVCRKT.BNM & 20 Ko

T Al CALSOION
T s fes  CAS03INB




RV [T | RUIG IRV [ IPEN | RVESVN | g FR VS "R\ PR WA V-PE G SN SO [ W P W 5 P

il dage e dendi (AN B jpeas sl Jal el pal jaduls # sl gl A ) e o el A
Goslladll £ 580 Chiay ilday i al @) e ) B il £ 50 OS0s Lke aaly L) G ey Lle
s o LS 6 AY L g gdell mhaidl e Sl goal die il mdaidl e a5 Sl S 2
ol e Ul Jid 5 e gall Alaiadll Gl Al i) o F 8l jaadill Gl cadl (o) JSAN
3%

Sl 0 ANl i byl Al ) e Al ALl ) AL e el
pxdiudl e callay el ~Uke LA Sob edayy 5 eSH 5565wl 38 ol dldad)
(7)) B i ge b LS Sadllill dlaay ) painll o il

gl i sl

AN o, gl dap

sl Y 3S — (1) J85

gy (V) JSAL mage b LS Dl LAY Sla gaidll LA ekl jaslill ) jaiul) #Uee s sie
el aly Al i Cla padll aay Aldl D Gl Sl L) e e LY aasiidl . Q)
| T BN P R PR L TP - R PV VENEW~ g (RN - S B PR (SVNEG- | I WO IDUEV. L 8 [ L EY
pdiudl o adis g Al Sl ) S ldial et Aadlile 5 a0 CLALS ekl 8 aasiud) Ly o
any b A gl ey YWia) a1 g # A Gl ol padlli o s A8y e LY
an g Sun ) Sadd e Uall Sy 8 Sl adiu) e Ly acdiedl Slilal e el g S

RUSURE IV E WY N (RS

- A




Akl s o ) ] e
—— | - ]

LAYy s ) LA (V) (&S

i J doagill ai o) M Slagailly o Laay L3S e jedai S @l laaia) e dday) o5 -9
Ll b S Al Jasd 308 aae ey Sl cnd Gl bags o L gl A e A
(M) S8 g LS (Al adll QLY el i

A i e ol g
e Lot ol ad 1

(Al Sana S AELS — (A) JR5

Aadall €

L‘A)_Ij.l:u‘u_‘.ﬂj ‘AJJL.JP_“",_TLiahuj:jJ:A“JﬂJL:IﬂanLL:&)Jj.]aJ]LLn:LJI)_.‘Z_IUJEJJMn:A;LL._a)L
aglu Al ebime W1 A #5580 anddiy S 13 a5 . Level 5 Object mel p pladiuly 4y pall aalll JUail)
e gl A sae QU 3] Ad e 2aell Jadi | GELY) Sl Sl g eaee Wl 5 ol Sl Juds A
et A 28l e glail T osae s aee YWl A Sl sl T ose ol WSl B A
oo QS 5 andiid) s Jelis 558 Suny i) 130 aee B, LY Sl 8 e gl Y
aadasial 2y Sy aadiliall e e Jead s JISEVTE e saey a1 aeo o8 daladinl Jupadl s alasia)

) 13s 8 4l yos




&l el

Chahine, J.R., and Janson,B.N. (1987). “Interfacing databases with Expert Systems: a Retaining
Wall Management Application.” J. of Microcomputer in Civ. Engrg., ASCE, vol. 2, no. 1.

Hamed, G. M.(1993). “An Expert System For Concrete Diagnosis", Master Thesis, Civil Eng.
Dept., King Fahad University Of Petroleum & Minerals, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

Kalyanssundarm, P. , Rajeef, S. And Udayakumar, H. (1990). “REPCON: An Expert System for
Building Repair. “ Computing in Civil Engineering, Vol. 4, No. 2, April, pp 84 -101.

Koo, T. K. and Tiong, R. (1993). * EXSOBDR: An Expert System for Assessing the
Performance of RC Beams and Slabs. ™ Journal of Construction Management and Economics,
Vol. 11, No. 5, Sept. , pp 347 - 357 .

SRR %




